5 “ROMANCE” 
STORY OF THE PHANTOM: 400 
VEARS AGO, THE LONE SURV/VOR 
OF A PIRATE RAID WAS WASHED 
ASHORE ON A REMOTE ' 
BENGAL/ BEACH -~ 


Se 


[s0 THE LEGEND GREW*+ THE 
IMMORTAL NEMES/S OF EVIL - 
DOERS EVERYWHERE -=A NAME 
WHISPERED, LOVED AND 

FEARED » THE PHANTOM! 


BUT HOW CAN | EXPLAIN 
YOU ~ TO MY FRIENDS - 10 
THE SERVANTS 7 DON'T TRY, 


EXHAUSTED + BUT CAN'T SLEEP. 
THIS BED'S TOO SOFT. USED 


TO SLEEPING ON THE 
- > 
—eereez 

>~ 


ON THE SKULL OF HIS FATHER'S 
MURDERER. HE MADE AN OATH: 
HE WAS THE FIRST PHANTOM. 


| SWEAR To DEVOTE MY LIFE TO 
THE DESTRUCTION OF CRUELTY 


MY DESCENDANTS 
WILL FOLLOW 
ME. 


MAMA, YOU 
DON'T MIND 
IF HE STAYS 
HERE WITH US 


HMM-+ MOST 
MEN I KNOW 


GENERATION AFTER GENERATION 
FOLLOWED HIM. NATIVES 
BELIEVED IT WAS ALWAYS 
THE SAME MAN. - 


THE GHOST 
WHO WALKS +~+ 


~ THEY LEAD NORMAL LIVES -- 
AND DON'T WEAR MASKS -- 
AND WEIRD CLOTHES! | 
SUPPOSE THIS ANIMAL WILL 
STAY ++TOO~ 


THE IDEA ~ SLEEPING ON THE 
FLOOR~ AND | WON'T 


MAMA, | WANT YOU 

To STOP SAYING 
NASTY THINGS ABOUT 
| HIM! You JUST WONT 


/SLEEPING INTHE 
DAY AND WORKING: 


+~AND SLEEPS WITH HIS | 
OUTLANDISH CLOTHES ON+~ 
LIVES INA CAVE «LIKE A 
SAVAGE. I'LL BET HE EATS 


\'M DYING TOSEE 
WHAT HE LOOKS 
LIKE! Now's MY 
CHANCE ~ WHEN 
| TAKE IN THE 


IMAGINE~ \ 
BREAKFAST- 
‘AT THIS 
HOUR OF 


BUT+ BUT \( THANK YOU, NORA- 
ITS NO I'L TAKE THE 
TROUBLE, TRAY UP! 
MIS. I'LL BE 
GLAD To ~~ 


DON'T YOU REALIZE THAT 
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
PRACTICALLY WORSHIP HIM / 
HE'S LIKE AN EMPEROR IN 
THE JUNGLE ~AND--HE 
FIGHTS EVIL AND <~ 


WE JUST-ER- | | ASKED You 

WONDERED ‘ NOTTo DISTURB 

IF YOUR GUEST) HIM. PLEASE GET 
NEEDED HIS BREAKFAST 
ANYTHING-- TRAY. 

MISS PALMER. 


\'VE JUST GOT TO 
SEE WHAT HE =A CAREFUES 
LOOKS LIKE «~NOWS 


MY CHANCE=+ 


SUDDENLY, OUT OF THE 

DARKNESS, A LOW GROWL ~~ 

SHINING EYES « SHARP WHITE 
; TE 


DEVIL~STOP 'M QUITTING! | ; 
THAT 4 COME WON'T STAY IN /__( NORA-- 
THIS HOUSE 
ANOTHER MINUTE 
WITH THAT WILD 
ANIMAL+=~ 
~ CF 


| WON'T HAVE THAT 
ANIMAL IN MY 


ASLEEP~ HE 
THOUGHT HE WAS 


DANGEROUS, AN 


GET BEHIND ME,)/GO AWAY~ 
MAMA? HE'S 
| REALLY NASTY-~) | 


ta A aw’ oS eee 
HE'S TRVING To) fOH--OH-- 
BITE +++ oe 


ins 


LY V 
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SMO Sy 
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CAREFUL~ HESS A KILLER-~~ AS THE WHITE MAST/IFF 

A BAD ONE --4 LOOK OUT, LAUNCHES HIMSELF AT 
DIANA - A GRAY FORM 
FLASHES OVER THE HEDGE- 


THE WHITE MASTIEF 1S AN MOST VICIOUS DOG IN TOWN - ~ 
OLD HAND AT STREET LOOKS LIKE ALL THE FIGHTS 

QW FIGHTS ~~BUT HE'S NEVER OUT OF YOU, BIG BOY! 

B4 MET ANVTHING BEFORE LIKE “ te 

THIS JUNGLE KILLER~~ a Y — Ss 


GET HIM.) & 
DEVIL, 
GET HIM? 


~IT SOUNDED RUBBISH / 
SILLY, BUT | HAD }\ GOOD DAY, 
TO INVESTIGATE SIR! 


| WAS WRONG ABOUT YOU, 
WONDERFUL -) YOU SWEET, BITSY a 
6 BABYKINS ~~ 


ec 


THIS ~ THIS IS THE LAST 
STRAW! HE CAN'T STAY 


BUT ITS 
TRUE, 
MAMA. 


SOMEONE COM- 
PLAINED THAT 

WE HAD A WOLF # DEVIL IS 
IN OUR HOUSE? \\ A WOLF. 
DID YOU EVER-~/ 7 


WHAT teow) 


| WON'T HAVE A 
WOLF IN THE 
HOUSE! AS FOR 
HIS MASTER-~ 


~HE CAN GO BACK THE PHANTOM~ 
TO HIS CAVES HE AND |~A38 SOON 
CAN'T REMAIN ' "2 AS ~ HE ASKS 
ME ~TO MARRY 

HIM ~~ 


»~YOU WANT A 'LL ADMIT~ 
NORMAL HOME \) THERE IS 

AND CHILDREN~ | ONE SLIGHT 
LIKE EVERYONE /\ DRAWBACK+ 


DARLING, | KNOW HE'S DASH- 
ING AND MYSTERIOUS-~ 

THAT APPEALS TO ANY GIRL~ 
IT WOULD HAVE APPEALED 
TO ME-BUT MARRIAGE ~~ 


MARRY-HIM -~ LIVE IN A CAVE ~ 

WITH SAVAGES ~ DIANA--~! : 
THOUGHT YOU'D GOTTEN THAT 
NONSENSE - OUT OF YOUR HEAD 


\ 


\ KNEW YOUD )/ HE HASN'T 
HAVE. MORE ASKED ME 
SENSE! WHAT 


NO, ON THE 
CONTRARY +1 


THOUGHT THE 


HOUSE WAS IDEA. | ALWAYS 


HAVE. 


; 


|! 
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KINGS AND PRINCES 
HEED HIS SLIGHTEST , LOVE ONE OF THE 
WORD. HE'S A JUNGLE NICE BOYS SHE 
EMPEROR~A GREAT WENT TO SCHOOL 
MAN « A LEGEND << ‘ WITH+ SOB+SOB+ 


\ DON'T KNOW. OH, HOY WON'T? THAT BARBARIAN 7 
HE HASN'T MAYBE HE | | THAT MASKED «ADVENTURER? 
ASKED HER ——, WON'T. | | HE'D BE THE LUCKIEST MAN 
YET. IN THE WORLD To 

GET DIANA~ AND 

HE KNOWS IT 


i ante se 
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We WONDERFUL. AND 


~!| COULD HAVE Hm 
ANOTHER PIECE ™ 
OF THAT DELICIOUS 
CHERRY PIE. I'M 
STILL HUNGRY. 


THE PIE’S 
IN THE 
KITCHEN~ 
DOWNSTAIRS / 


DIANA, DARLING~ 
WHAT DID | DO? 
IS ANYTHING 
WRONG? 


~|'D JUST LOVE TO 60To 
THE CLUB DANCE, FERDY. 
IT'LL BE LIKE OLD TIMES. 
I'LL BE READY INAJIFFY! 


THEY'RE WALKING | 
IN THE GARDEN. 
THINK HE'LL ASK 


~ SATAN 


DEVIL, ARE LADY 
WOLVES A3 HARD 
DIANA! THIS tS FERDY. 
HEARD You 
WERE IN TOWN. 
60SH, ITS 


OF OUR BEST 
FAMILIES, Too. 


LS 


pe ae © 


GOLLY THIS IS LIKE OLD TIMES, 


DIANA INEVER DREAMED | 
YOU'D DATE ME TONIGHT. , 


COME ON, 
DEVIL / 
FERDY, EH? 


\'M KEEPING YOU AWAY FROM 
THAT STAG LINE! THOSE 
BIRDS HAVE GOT THEIR EYE. 


DIANA,'| HAVEN'T HAD A 
CHANCE. To TALK TO YOU 
SINCE WE GOT HERE~OH~ 


OH- HERE COMES THE PACK! 


| TOLD YOU s SHE WENT TOA 
DANCE WITH FERDY ~ SUCH 
A NICE BOY~ THEY WERE 
CHILDHOOD SWEETHEARTS «~ 


SEEMS LIKE A DREAM~ 


CLUB DANCE AGAIN. 
REMEMBER THE 


9q 


THIS IS MY WORLD « WHERE 
| GREW UP ~.WHERE | BELONG~ 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE 


MAMA 1/8 FRIGHTENED. THE 
PLEASANT PHANTOM HAS 
SUDDENLY BECOME HARD 

ANP COLD AS sreei-~ | 


WHERE IS THE) UH ~COUNTRY 
\ CLUB ~ LADUE 


PHANTOM KNOWS + JEALOUSY! 


| WHATS THE MATTER 
WITH ME? | FEEL 
LIKE I'LL EXPLODE! 


ON YOUR 
WAY, SON . 


IS HE TRYING 
To CUT IN, Too? 


1+TOLD + YOU~ 
TO ~GO-+- 
HOME 


GOLLY, DIANA. YOU LOOK 
BEAUTIFUL! KNOW WHAT Z 
| HAVEN'T KISSED ’ 

YOU SINCE : 
HIGH SCHOOL 4 


YOU WOLVES HAVE 
BEEN: MONOPOLIZING 
MY DATE ALL EVENINGS 


4g 


WHAT ARE You Ff 1' 
DOING HERE? 

oe ee 

by 


«I'LL TAKE \flYou'LL DO < 


- 


MASKED MAN )( GOT DIANASS 
OUT THERE! 
Ue | // SN ¢ 


TROUBLED BY DIANA'S STRANGE 
BEHAVIOR « THE PHANTOM 
WADES INTO THEM! 


CLUB<OVER ME. 
WHEN MOTHER 


COME ON~ 
THE BOYS 
NEED HELPS 


THAT WAS A FINE 
EXHIBITION. DON'T / 
YOU KNOW THOSE 
PEOPLE ARE ALL MY 
FRIENDS? YoU MAY 
HAVE HURT THEM 


* : F 
Ba ee? RING FEATURES SYNDICATE In 


HE'S NOTA 
FELLOW! HE'S 
ONE.OF MY OLDES 
FRIENDS. BESIDE 


DIANA~1| LOST MY HEAR. & 
WHEN THAT HAPPENS IN THE 
JUNGLE, YOU DONT GET A 


SECOND CHANCE. BUT | HOPE | 
ou'LL GIVE ME ONE. a 


YOU'RE FORGIVEN. HAPPY? WHAT DID SHE MEAN BY 
NOW YOU CAN FORGET ALL THAT? DEVIL, IGIVE UR 1’LL 
ABOUT IT~ AND FINISH THAT 

PIE INTHE KITCHENS —<—<& 


A BULL IN A 
CHINA SHOR 


WM 


< 


~ 


NO, DIANA'S QUITE ) THATS THE 


(KNOW ALL 
ABOUTTHE \== 
CLUB DANCE. 


~ HIS SWEETHEART. WHICH | 
AM ~ALWAYS WAS ~ ALWAYS 
WILL BE! OH, MAMA- YOU 
SHOULD HAVE SEEN HIMS HE 
WAS ~ WONDERFUL! 


NOBLE AS AN EMPEROR-~~ 
INSCRUTABLE AS AN IDOL~ 

WISE AS A JUDGE ~ FIERCE 
ASATIGER~GENTLE ASA 
LAMB ~~ 


\ LOVE HER. | THOUGHT SHE 
LOVED ME. BUT SHE'S BEEN 
ACTING SO STRANGELY LATELY. 
| CAN'T EVEN TALK TOHER. 


AND THE POLICE HERE TWICE- 
THOUGHT DIANA WAS KIDNAPPED/ 
4 


BY HIM! THIS IS THE LAST 
STRAW, DAVE’ HE MUST LEAVE 
THIS HOUSE / 


| MADE SUCH A FOOL OF MYSELF, 


DEVIL. I'M ASHAMED To SEE 
DIANA IN THE 


DAY LIGHT. 


AND IN LOVE ~ AND I'VE NEVER 
LOVED HIM SO MUCH IN MY 


i. 


We ie ins 


SAY THE RIGHT 
THINGS. 


THAT BARBARIAN ~HE ASSAULTED 
DOZENS OF YOUR BEST FRIENDS- 
TURNED THE CLUB DANCE INTO 
A SHAMBLES ~ CARRIED YOU 


OFF ~ AS IF YOU WER 13 


Ky ISS 


IT WAS A LULU. OH, 

F) UNCLE DAVE - I'VE 

SEEN THE PHANTOM 
INA HUNDRED 


GIRLS IN LOVE 
USUALLY LIKE 
To GET 

MARRIED. 


! OF COURSE «~ 
IVE NEVER LOVED 
ANYONE ELSE, 


~NOT FORA \{ SHE SEEMS To 
GIRL LIKE AA THINK 30. WHY 


ABOUT THAT BEFORE HE 
PROPOSED TO MOTHER. BET 
HE DID. AND <a@ 

DIANA‘S So 

MUCH LIKE~ 

SHE WAS «< 


BUT+ HOW'LL )/ How SHOULD 
100 1T7 | 1 KNOW. I'M 


JUST ASK 
HER. 


VE OFTEN THOUGHT OF IT. 


HOME'S INA JUNGLE <~ I'M 
CONSTANTLY EXPOSED TO 
DANGER< 1 DON'T MIND IT-! 


BUT | LEAD A HARD LIFE. MY 


LIKE IT- ~ 


wl ee 


yea i 
MARRY DIANA? IT'D BE 


WONDERFUL ~ TO HAVE A WIFE «| 
CHILDREN~ WOULDN'T IT, 


BUT MOTHER LOVED THE 
DEEP woods! SHE LOVED 
THE HARD LIFE OF THE 
PHANTOM / 


BUT DIANA- SHE 3A MODERN 

GIRL~ USED TOCOMFORT ge 
AND CIVILIZATION. YOU 
KNOW MY STORY. 
\'‘M THE GHOST 

WHO WALKS. ITS 
A STRANGE LIFE~— 


THERE'S ALWAYS BEENA 
PHANTOM. THE LINE MUST 
GOON. BUT ITS SUCHA 
| TOUGH LIFE FORA 


| WOMAN <LIVING IN 
THE DEEP WOODS 
NEVER SEEING 
HER PEOPLE-- 4. AJ 


ID RATHER FACE ATIGER 
BAREHANDED THAN 6O THRU 


DIANA ~ PLEASE COME 
GO AWAY. ALL YOU TALK TO YOU. 


CAN THINK ABOUT~ Va 
(SOB IS FOOD ~~ of 


TALK ABOUT WHAT? {LET'S 
TOMORROW'S SUPPER? 
— OUTSIDE 
IG 
e) a 


<—T - 


T 


WOULD YOU ~ER~DO YOU 
THINK ~ HOW ABOUT~- THAT IS~ 


IANA, WHAT | WANT IT SEEMS TO ME~_4 


— 
ES 


ER -NICE — a =: Ae te 
MOON --~ eyes --2) =: 


DIANA ~ | MEAN, DARLING ~ 
“ER~ WILL YOU ~ WILL YOU TELL 
ME WHAT. WELL ~ HAVE FOR 


BOILED TONGUE! MAYBE 

IT'LL HELP YOU FIND YOURS! 
. TERRIBLE, DAVE. 

| FELL APART ~-~ 

LIKE THE ONE- 
HORSE SHAY-~~ 


1 KNOW. THATS WHY I'M 
STILL A BACHELOR. WHY 
DON’T YOU BUY A RING? 
THEN JUST SLIP ITON 
HER FINGER+~ 


IT SOUNDS EASY. “WILL YOU 
MARRY ME?" BUT | JUST 

COULDN'T GET THE WORDS 
OUT’ NOT IF MY LIFE 
DEPENDED ON ITY 


ITS ONLY 
NOON. DON'T 
TELL ME HE 

IS ACTUALLY) 


HE WENT DOWN- 


aS a = < Wan 


OH «+ ABOUT 
SO BIG. 


TO LUNCH JUST 
NOW ~ IF YOU 


WHAT? A -~/HE DIDNT SAY. 
HE WAS MOST 


) MYSTERIOUS. 
‘ ¥. 
| e 


YOUR RING WiLL 
BE READY INA 
FEW MINUTES, 
SIR. 

| 
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|'VE SOME DIAMONDS 
I'D LIKE To SELL. 
YOU BUY THEM HERE, 


THAT GIRL DROPPED THIS ) 


DIAMOND «+ / 


MISS, IF | WERE 
YOU, | WOULDN'T CARE OF 
CARRY SUCHA MYSELE 

FORTUNE ~ITS | THANK You. 


1CAN TAKE 


THAT MAN ~ WAS IN THE 
JEWELRY STORE ++! HE 
SAW MY DIAMONDS? HE'S 
AFTER THEM! 


THAT MAN ~SAW MY 
: DIAMONDS IN THE JEWELRY 
HEY~ LADY ~ YOU DROPPED $ STORES HE TRIED TO CATCH 
ONE OF YOUR DIAMONDS IN 1 | ME~ NOW HES FOLLOWING 
THE STORE ~~ ; ME ~INA CAB/ 


IN BROAD |e DON'T LOSE | ee \Y Oe 
DAYLIGHT, FAW) aw -—— HERE'S YOUR 
TOO! OF ALL fs THEYRE CATCHING UPY 1 WAS MONEY. PULL UP 
THE BRAZEN../ A FOOL TO COME ALONE 
WITH ALL THESE 
DIAMONDS <1'M 
AFRAID To DRIVE 


Q 


—L__—_ 


STOP THE CAR~ 
PULL OVER TO THE 


SORRY TO PULL THE GUN, 
BUT IT WAS THE ONLY WAY 


| COULD STOP YOU. TOUGH TIME 
oO Fe GETTING IT BACK 


| THOUGHT YOU WERE TRYING 
TO STEAL MY DIAMONDS ~~ 
AND ALL THE TIME + YOU 
WERE TRYING TO RETURN 
LONE | DROPPEDS 


Ne yy eat 7 


~-SOMETHING- 
ABOUT A RING, 
1 THINK. 


THE LEAST | ff Too LATE To GO 
CAN DO IS BACK To THE 
DRIVE YOU J JEWELRY STORE 


OKAY~< THANKS. 


VIL~I'M SO HAPPY 
HE'S GETTING TO THE. 
POINT AT LAST~-~+ 


WHERE DID L/ 1 PROMISED 


MAN IN THE WORLD~ 
| LOVE HIM MORE 


1 CAN'T WAIT FOR HIMTO \- 
GET BACK~ WHATS THE /: 
MATTER, DEVIL? /— 


DIANA ~WAIT A MINUTE +<af 
LET ME EXPLAINewaz W 
Ws > Saas 


AN INTERESTING) | DONT KNOW. 
STORY. WHATS DIANA-DONT 
HER NAME? / YOU BELIEVE 
ME? COME « ~ 
SHE'LL TELL YOU- 


SHE DROPPED A DIAMOND IN 
THE JEWELRY STORE ~~ | 
N'T ASK | | RAN AFTER HER TO RETURN 
™” YOU TO IT~ BUT SHE THOUGHT | WAS 
EXPLAIN-~ | | TRYING TO ROB HER. 
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<0en8 
.080 "888888881 


STORY? ITS YOUR OWN AFFAIR 
IF YOU TAKE ARIDE WITHA 


IT IS AHARD STORY TO BELIEVE~ 
HEY ~ TAKE IT EASY! I'M ON 
YOUR SIDE! | BELIEVE You! 


YOU TALK, THE 
LESS SHE'LL 

BELIEVE . YOU'D 
BETTER FIND THAT 
GIRL* AND LET HER 


NAME -OR 
WHERE SHE 


HeY- HOLD HS — 
AN HOUR AGO~ SAILING, | THAT GANGPLANKJE 
BELIEVE <«S.S ‘VESTA’. = 
DIAMONDS..PAIDA » ( 
FORTUNE .« HERE IT IS ~ 
MISS KERRY, HOTEL 


a_- a 


Sw ot a | |). 
ye | I = 


NOBODY BY THAT 


THIS YACHT SAILS. 


+ 
» 


tal 


oot! tf 


MISS KERRY EVIDENTLY 
DOESN'T WANT VISITORS 


“WE HAVENT ANY + AND You'D 
STILL BE LYING? GANGWAY/ 


BUT MY BUSINESSIS URGENT! MISS KERRY! } 4 
SHES GOT TO EXPLAIN THINGS Miss KERRY! 


Ww) 


ME STRANGER 
GOT ABOARD! 
WAS TRYING TO 
SEE YOU! WHO 
WOULD IT BE? 


WHATS re) 
ALL THE u 
EXCITEMENT? 


bh 2 
wy 

, \) sao 
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4%) com wad. | 

Prawes' jgipeweve G’| 


(STRANGER ~ LOOKING FOR ME? 
WONDER WHO HE /S ? SOUNDS 
ROMANTIC ~ AND 1 HAVENT 
HAD ANY ROMANCE FORA 
LONGS TIME 4) 


DON'T BE ALARMED, 
MISS KERRY. I'M NOT 
HERE TO HARM YOu. 


| 


(oe 


HAVE COME HERE? 
THEYLL NEVER LET 
YOU GO! THEY WON'T 

UNDERSTANDS THEYLL 
KILL Yous 


DID YOU 
FIND ME? 


-@0G80e6. 


MY GIRL SAW US IN YOUR CAR~ 
AND MISUNDERSTOOD. | WANT 
YOU To EXPLAIN 

To HER THAT 

THERE WAS 

NOTHING TOIT. 


I'M SORRY. I'D LIKE TOHELP 
YOU ~ BUT WE'RE SAILING AT 
ONCE. YOU'LL BE LUCKY IF 
YOU GET OFF «~ 


THIS YACHT, MISS KERRY. 


SHADY IS GOING ON ~ BUT 
THATS NOT MY BUSINESS Now. 


HOW SHOULD 
\ KNOW ? | 
DON'T KNOW 


FUNNY. IF YOU 
SEE HIM, GIVE 


| DON'T KNOW THE SCORE ON 


OBVIOUSLY, SOMETHING 


\ 
dae 


\ 
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ny 
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IF YOU LEAVE <DIANA'LL ) | 

NEVER BELIEVE ME | PROMISE 
NO ~ PUT SORRY~THE | |TO BRING YOU RIGHT BACK<AS 
SWIP CAN WAIT~<| [SOON AS YOU EXPLAIN THINGS 


ARE YOU ) SORRY, MISS KERRY 
YOUGOT ME INTOA 

FIX WITH MYGIRL~ 

YOU'LL HAVE To 


YOU SHOULD KNOW BY NOW 
THAT THE PHANTOM'S 

CLEVER ~ BUT NOT ABOUT 
WOMEN. AND HES NOT THE 
FLIRTATIOUS TYPE. 


UNCLE DAVE ~ 
MAYBE HIS 


(LL BET ANYTHING 

HE'S NEVER EVEN SEEING HIM WITH HER IN 

LOOKED AT ANY THAT CAR~ 1 GUESS | LOST MY 

OTHER WOMAN HEAD « | LOVE HIM $0 MUCH~ 
THE POOR DARLING «~ 


v 


&) SHE COULD EXPLAIN 
" # To You THAT THERE 
WAS NOTHING BETWEEN 
THEM. 


WHERE CAN HE BE? SHE WAS | | WHAT MYSTERY HAS THE | | 
| FINISH MY PAPER? | | AWFULLY PRETTY~ LOOKED LIKE | | PHANTOM STUMBLED (NTO? in 


\'VEHAD ENOUGH | | ALITTLE FLIRT~SHE'S PROBABLY) [Cpe Ay FAST KERRY! bits 
LOVE THIS AFTERNOON.) | TELLING HIM | DON'T UNDER~ WHO IS THIS MAN? a= alt 
om P= 


| — T 4 
STAND HIM : a | ee - 
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WHATS THIS MAN DOING HERE, 


S| 


fall. 


NO IDENTIFICATION 
ON HIM, SIR. 


. 

ee 
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HE WAS STAYING WITH 


DIANA PALMER'S FAMILY. 
TALESEND ROAD. HE TOLD 


ME, WHEN | DROVE SS 


BUT~ YOU CAN'T KILL HIM 
HE DOESNT KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT US! HE WANTED ME+ 


IT'S SO SILLY, PATCH. | TOLD 
YOU HOW | LOST THAT DIAMOND 
HE RETURNED IT. HIS 
GIRL SAW HIM WITH 


GOOD. SEND A WIRE To DIANA 
PALMER. "TAKING CRUISE. 
WILL NOT RETURN’. NO NAME 
NEEDED. SHE'LL KNOW ITS 
FROM HER ROMEO. 


«AND GOT JEALOUS. HE 
WANTED ME TO EXPLAIN TO 
HER. | DON’T EVEN KNOW 
HIS NAME ~ POOR ROMEO. 


IT DOESN'T MATTER WHO 
HE IS. WE CAN'T ALLOW HIM 
TO REPORT US. HAS HE 
ANY PEOPLE WHO'D 
SEARCH FOR HIM? 


1 SENT THE WIRE To DIANA 
PALMER. SHE'LL BURN~~ 
THINKIN’ HER BOY FRIENDS 


DON'T WORRY YOUR PRETTY 
HEAD ABOUT THAT STRANGER, 
KERRY. WE'VE GOT MORE 

IMPORTANT THINGS TOTHINK 


EX 


aera Yai 
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HANDS TIED, HE FIGHTS H/S 
WAY TO THE SURFACE ~~ 


WHAT KIND OF SKULDUGGERY 
BOARD THAT YACHT? 


CO 
THE PHANTOM REGAINS 
CONSCIOUSNESS INTHE COLD 


anh ES | 
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Dace vee 


IF THEY SEE ME DOING 
THIS + THEY 4L THROW ME 


HE'S STUNNED FROM THE IN WITH HIM 


FALL*~/1L HELP H/)4~H/8 

HANDS ARE TIED~-~ 
FEE Z 

<a ee ws anne 


? | a a n 
a Iie | nAlks:,. Cure 
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Too vaTe~THE Propevters= | [AMAT 
—- 4 


THE YACHT SUDDENLY 
SHIVERS ~THE MOTORS THROB~ HAVE PULLED HIM~DOWN! ee Wie sls 
mands 7 HE ALMOST REACHED 


*THE HUGE PROPELLERS 
CHURN INTO ACTION. THE ROPE ~WHEN THE 
PROPELLERS STARTED 
AND DRAGGED HIM 


@, _— 
Pe 


UNDERWATER, THE DAZED ~AND /S8 RELENTLESSLY 
PHANTOM, HANDS TIED, PULLED TOWAROS THE SHARP 
SPINS IN THE CHURNING- WHIRLING PROPELLERS £ 
WHIRLPOOL ~~ 

“\ . 
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TIEO, BUT 
FIGHTING 
HARD, THE |. 
PHANTOM 

1S DRAGGED 
UNDERWATER 
TOWAROS THE 
CHURNING- 
PROPELLERS 


WHATS A IDEA? | THOUGHT)| 
THEY WAS READY TOGO! fy 


iss 


en) Nd =: 
ING FEATURES BURDICATE lew 


YOU WERE HEARING THINGS / 
NOBODY GAVE YOU THE ORDER 
FROM HERES WELL~ WARM 
‘EM UP! WE'RE READY To 


TRIED To DISGUISE 
MY VO/CE~SPOKE 
, AS DEEP AS / 


THANK GOODNESS ~ NO ONE 
ON THE BRIDGE / La THEY 


QUICKLY, HE SLASHES HIS 
WRIST ROPES AGAINST THE 
SHARP EDGE OF THE 


UNDERWATER = 


FROM THE 
WHIRLING- 


ENGINE ROOM! WHY DID YOu 
STOP THE ENGINES? WE'RE 
READY TO GO/ ORDER FROM 
ME? YOU HAD NOSUCH 
THING? 


\'M TELLIN’ YA | GOTA ORDER 
THRU THIS TUBE TO SHUT 
OFF THE ENGINES?’ 


MEANWHILE, THE PHANTOM 
GRASPS THE ROPE, AND 
ws ves ee ill 


THERE GO THE PROPELLERS 
AGAIN. NOSIGN OF HIM=! 4 
TRIED TO HELP.| GUESS~THE 
PROPS ~6OT HiIMe~ 


MOVING. TIME 


FOR ME TO60 UP 
FOR AIR AGAIN. 


THEY DIDNT KNOW ME FROM 
ADAM- BUT TRIED To KILLME, 
BECAUSE | GOT ABOARD. 
SOMETHING CROOKED IS 


HE RAN OFF +~ 
WITH THAT GIRL~~ 


60SH KNOWS WHERE 
THEY RE HEADED~-OR 
WHAT THEY'RE UP To. 
WONDER HOW THE GIRL 
FITS IN? SHE SEEMED 
NICE<~ 


DIANA LL PROBABLY 
WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED To ME ~BUT 
I'M GOING To STICK 
WITH THIS TUBs~ 


TELEGRAM FOR 
DIANA PALMER. 
SIGN HERE,MISs. 


I'M DIANA 


GOING ON CRUISE. WILL NOT 
PALMER. 


RETURN: AM/ SEE/NM& THINGS? 
‘GOING ON CRUISE. WILL NOT 


INVESTIGATE 
THIS STRANGE 


LIKE THIS! SOB-~ 
BUT HE DID-- . 


WHATS THAT ROPE 
DOING THERE? 


ME FROM THE KF 
DECK,I'MA 
DEAD DUCK ++ 


DID YOU HEAR 7 | WELL, PULL THAT ROPE UP. 
SOMETHING s4 | SHOULDN'T BE LEFT THERE. 
HIT THE WATER?) ; { | SOMEONE MIGHT TRIP 

rh 4 | OVER IT. 
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THIS IS EASIER 
THAN CLIMBING. 


WHEWs~ Sa 
HEAVY! MUST 


~*BUT I'VE 
GOT To SEE = ; 
HiM~BEForE J < UH*UK-HOW MUCH 
HE SEES ME. Aen aineeeee . LONGER IS THIS 
ROPE ? MUST HAVE 
A WHALE ON THE 
—— OTHER END~ | 


THE PHANTOM SUDDENLY qd | WHATEVER | WAS HAULING 
RELEASES THE ROPE +~~ y-. "| | UP-~IT GOT AWAY + NOW-~ 8 


ree WEES: KNOWe~ y 


AM | SEEING 
THINGS «~7 


BEFORE HE CAN UTTER A 
WARNING CRY, RON HANDS 
ARE AT HIS THROAT~~ 


BUT OW THE DECK ABOVE, 
SOMEONE /S REALLY GOING 
TO DREAMLANDY 


FOR A SPLIT SECOND THE 
SAILOR SEES H/S STRANGE 
"CATCH" 


war Teas) US 


WAS | DREAMING~ 
OR DID | SEE FEET 

IN THAT PORTHOLE~ 
FOR JUSTA SECOND 


Now- To FIND OUT 
WHAT THE MYSTERY 
IS ON THIS TUBS, 


~BUT WHOSENT (OBVIOUSLY<~ 


(THE STRANGE FIGURE VAULTS 


OVER THE RAILING LIKE 
GREASED LIGHTNING ~~ 


| MUST HAVE 
BEEN DREAMING ~~ 


&, 


DIANA~ WHY ARE YOU CRYING? 
WHATS HAPPENED? PLEASE 
UNLOCK THE DOOR. 


AFTER ALL HIS TALK 
ABOUT GETTING A 
RING ~AND 
MARRIAGE*<! 
EXPECTED IT,ALL ITs 
ALONG / 


SHOCK To 
ME.1 CANT 
UNDERSTAND 


THIS SHIPS ARMED TOTHE 
TEETH. MORE LIKE AWARSHIP 
THAN A PLEASURE 

YACHT! WHY 7 


——" 
NIGHT, ABOARD THE S.S.VESTA- 
IN MID-OCEAN. 


WHY ARE THEY SO AFRAID OF 
STRANGERS? MY FIRST VISIT 
WAS HARMLESS ~ 
YET THEY TRIED 
TOKILL ME. WHAT 
GOES HERE? 


WHY SO MANY MEN: THREE 
TIMES AS MANY HANDS AS 
THEY NEED FORA YACHT 
THIS SIZE. AND ALL THOSE 
RIFLES AND MACHINE GUNS-~ 


rd 


I'LL DISCOVER THE MYSTERY 
OF THIS YACHT SOON, IF I'M 
NOT DISCOVERED FIRST. 

OOPS ~ SOMEONE COMING! 


THAT GIRL? KERRY! _ " 
HOW DOES SHE FIT am ce 
INTO THIS PICTURE? | KEEP THINKING OF THAT 
ROMEO ~ THAT POOR SAP~ WHO 
WANTED ME TO CLEAR HIM 
WITH HIS GIRL. 


HARMLESS GOOF. HE WALKED] | To THINK~ | DIDNT KNOW 
INTO A HORNETS’ NEST. THEY | | HIS NAME ~DIDN'T EVEN SEE 


KILLED HIM<! TRIED TOSAVE HIS FACE ~BET HE WAS 
HIM~ THAT HELPS MY 
CONSCIENCE «~ 


HIM, PATCH, 
UNDER THE] TIMEAGO~-TO 
CANVAS. PULL A ROPE UP. 


= 


SOS 


HAPPENED~ WHEN 
YOU PULLED UP THAT 


SCARE YOU 
SO, PATCH? 


NOT SURE~AGUY CAME OVER. 
THE RAIL AT ME ~THOUGHT | 
WAS SEEIN’ THINGS.US IN MID- 
OCEAN.HOW COULD A GUY COME 
OUT OF THE OCEAN? 


? . 


SEE THAT GKULL MARK ON 
MIKES JAW, CAP? NOWs~ 
REMEMBER THAT ROMEO IN 
PORT? HE WORE A RING LIKE 


aye ae 
aN? 


SO WHAT, PATCH? WE TOSSED ) 01D YOU EVER HEAROF THE 
HIM OVERBOARD, TIED AND DIDN'T! SUPPOSE GHOST WHO WALKS* DID You 
UNCONSCIOUS, 800 MILES NOTHING COULD HEAR OF THE PHANTON? 
BACK. THE PROPELLERS FINISH HIM “~ 5 . 


ee Ss 
ot “NS 

~ 

. 


SOMEONE ORDERED THE SPEAKING FROM THE) THEN 
ENGINES CUT OFF, THRU 

THIS SPEAKING TUBE. A 

MYSTERIOUS VOICE! IT 

COULD HAVE BEEN TH 

PHANTOMS ~ 


ets! 


WHAT SAILOR HASNT HEARD 
OF THE PHANTOM ~‘MAN / 
WHO CANNOT DIE?7A SUPER-~ 


STITION, PATCH, LIKE THE 
FLYING DUTCHMAN, — “ff 


ll 


HOPE PATCH NEVER LEARNS 
| ORDERED THE ENGINES 

STOPPED~ TRYING To SAVE 
THAT POOR 6UY. 


ASHORE INA 

BRAWL ~ BUT--~ 
WE'LL SEARCH THE 
SHIP TO SATISFY 


ISSUE ARMS TO ALL HANDS. 
ALL HANDS ON DECK. DETAIL 
SEARCHING PARTIES. 


THE SHIP IS SEARCHED FROM | | THEY VE SEARCHED 
TOP DECK To KEEL+~ re EVERY WHERE, PATCH+~ 


a 
=. 
eu 

= 


GET SOME SLEEP. ) ( Don'T 


FORGET THE 
PHANTOM, 
PATCH. MIKE 


WONDER HOW DIANA IS? SHE'S 

HAVEN'T COME BACK<IF | 

COULD ONLY GET A CABLE To 
HER<< 


WHAT BIG JOB? I'LL SOON ] 
KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THIS 
MYSTERY YACHTS 


WENT AWAY < WITH THAT GIRL 
IN THE CAR~OH, DEVIL ~ SHE 
WAS AWFULLY PRETTY<< | HATE HIM ~1 HATE HIM « | 


NEVER WANT To SEE HIM 


~| COULD CHASE AFTER THEM 
FIGHT FOR WHAT IS MINE / 
WHY WASN'T | BORN 

A MAN/? 


ae UD 


WE WOULDN'T HAVE } HE CAN 


WE ALL KNOW HE L/ 
RAN OFF WITH THAT 
GIRL. YOU SAID HE 
WASN'T THE TYPE, 
UNCLE DAVE. 


DIANA-WHERE] | DONT KNOW, 
MAMA. JUST ~ 


NOT WITHOUT 
DEVIL. 


BESIDES, | DON'T CARE IF HE 

DOES COME BACK. | NEVER 

WANT TO SEE HIM AGAIN! 
oe , 


THAT WIRE FROM THE 
PHANTOM COULD BE A 
MISTAKE, YOU KNOW. WHAT 

IF HE COMES BACK? WHERE 
WILL YOU BE? 


DIANA, YOU CAN'T 
LEAVE LIKE THIS. 


\ DONT WANT HIM To KNOW 
WHERE I'M GOING. HE 
DOESN'T CARE, ANYHOW. 
BUT DON'T WORRY- 
SHE CAN TAKE 


: AT LEAST, DEVIL'S ) THATS ALL 
NOT RETURN.” NO NAME ON STAYING WITH <4 WE NEED! 
IT. HOW DO WE KNOW HE | US. 


WHY | CAN'T SENT IT. IT DOESNT SOUND 
UNDERSTAND 
THE WIRE ~< 


, 


BIG JOBS AHEAD.) NEVER FELT 


MESSAGE FROM SS VESTA- 
"GIRL WITH APPENDICITIS 
ABOARD. HAVE YOU A DOCTOR?” 
TAKE IT TOTHE CAPTAIN. 


HAS APPENDICITIS. 
WE'RE PICKING HER 


/ THEY SAV ITZ A 
GIRL WONDER IF 


ISN'T THIS 
SIMPLY 


THAT YACHT IS SENDING AN 

APPENDICITIS CASE. DOCTOR 

A GIRL. 1 BELIEVE.MAY REQUIRE 
THE LUXURY AN IMMEDIATE OPERATION. 


NERVOUS. \/ ALITTLE. | HOPE | 
KERRY? /' EVERYTHING GOES 
— mp ALL RIGHT. 


KEEP YOUR RIFLES HANDY 
SUAL SIGNAL 


QUIET. THEY RE 
PROBABLY 

WATCHING US 

THRU GLASSES. MANY MEN TO BRING THE GIRL 


FROM THE YACHT ? € es 
= ~ (RX 


e_ 
: LY Sf 
ste ay - 


7 LL CARRY HER 
UP SHE'S QUITE 


EASY WITH HER SHE'S 
TERRIBLE PAIN 


WELL GET You BAY ‘ DON'T WORRY, 
NICE AND SIR. We'LL 
COMFY ; \ START AT ONC 


i 
| 

| L) 

RAI 


a 


\ wee ee 
BELOW, THE VESTA” CREW. by | re 
FINGERING HIDDEN RIFLES, yy 


gc 
3 
’ 27) A THING, DEARIE. 
: , 
“E 


THE HANDKERCHIEF 


(A WORD, CAPTAIN. 


\ Ms 
ft 


FROM THE YACHT! 
PIRATES! 


THE HUGE LINER 18 UNEQUIPPED 
TO HANDLE THE ARMED INVAL 


WE'RE TAKING- 


FROM THE VESTA” SWARM 


LUXURY LINER AJAX: A 
—) - 
9 
, ‘ Ws 
: | 


PIRACY <IN THIS) (WERE OLD- eae : 
DAY AND AGE!/ | FASHIONED | Se (| | 
INCREDIBLE! , CAPTAIN. ] | THE THUGS FROM THE “VESTA™ 
- ) J 8 ve 2 oh . es ) 

! i —)__ -m 

/ 
THERE'S NOTHING § MISS<<THIS 
WRONG WITH ME. 2> 
fe: ‘ 


—% 


a Lo w | 


| DON'T NEED ANY HELP? THERE'S 
NOTHING WRONG WITH MV 
APPENDIX=OR ANYTHING ELSE! 


You'D BETTER LET US 
EXAMINE YOU AND FIND OUT! 


Hi 


PUT ALL MONEY AND JEWELRY 
ON THE TABLE. PONT HIDE 
ANYTHING. You'LL BE 
SEARCHED BEFORE LEAVING. 


| THOUGHT | SAW SOMETHING 


SHINING THROUGH THE FOLIAGE. 


REAL DIAMONDS / FOR SHAME. 


PHEW~ SHE DOESN'T NEED 
AN OPERATION. SHE NEEDS A 
STRAIT JACKET? 


SAILORS FROM THE YACHT HAVE 
THE HUGE LUXURY LINER AJAX" 


al OUTRAGE. WE KNOW. IT'S 
A TOUGH ALL OVER. DON'T 
HOLD UP THE LINE. 


SO THATS THE STORY. KERRY 
AND HER PALS ARE PIRATES. 


HEY ~ YOU GET 
RIGHT TO THE 


| 
oe 


=e 
Ss 


NO ROMANCE, PATCH. I'M — IT WENT SO SMOOTHLY? 

STRICTLY BUSINESS/LETS . ‘ NOTHING T WORRY ABOUT! 

GO BACK To THE CARDS. THAT AJAY’) { BIGGEST HAUL THEY'LL NEVER CATCH US/ 
4 WE MADE A CLEAN BREAK! 


YES, SIR, IT WAS THE 
SMOOTHEST ~GULP~~U 


YOU MUST YOU MUST 


HAVE DONE ees DONE 
IT. 


DON'T GIVE ME THE ) SToP 
CREDIT, YOUSLY , 

OLD SEA DO6. IT 

WAS YOUR OWN IDEA 


TOOK HIM DOWNA 
PEG! You DIDN'T PUT 
r THIS SKULL ON 


TOMORROW. WHO~D 


\F YOU DION'T 00 IT-~AND 
| KNOW | DIDN'T ~ THEN 
who 01D 2 


JAW! ~HE SAVS SOMEBODY 
CLIMBED ABOARD AND 
SLUGGED HIM ~ 300 MILES 
OUT AT SEA? 


THAT ROMEO WE q 

TOSSED OVERBOARD IN 
PORT? HE WORE A RING 
LIKE THAT. 


FOR CENTURIES THE PHANTOMS 

BEEN A JINX FOR ALL PIRATE 
PHANTOM-ON THIS) HE CAN'T | | SHIPS! BUT THERE'S NO JINX 
SHIP? BUTHE'S ( BE ABOARD!| | RIDING WITH US’ WE MADE 
JUST A- SUPER- ) ILLTELLYOU| | A SUCCESSFUL RAID~~ 


9 | 


“Took A FORTUNE) YOURE AS 
FROM THE AJAX: : 
AND GOT AWAY 
SCOT-FREE/SO 
THAT PROVES IT? 


REST, CAPS 


BUT CAP 1S WRONG IA = 
NEMES/S 1$ ABOARD THE Tm 


ILL-FATED PIRATE "VESTA? 
RETRIBUTION (S$ NEARS E& 


Se 
THE HUGE LUXURY LINER AJAX" 
SACKED BY THE PIRATES OF THE 
VESTA” DRIFTS HELPLESSLY AT 
ae . s RH 


THE BARRIER REEF. HAVE 


f\ THE PASSENGERS 
WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR To 


IN SMALL BOATS 


THEIR WINGS 
DIPPEDACAINS 


THEYRE SENDING 
FLASH SIGNALS! 


THE SENSATIONAL NEWS 
FLASHES AROUND THE WORLD, 
ee —————— 


PLANES AND SHIPS 
WILL SEARCH THE 

OCEAN FOR US+~ 
WE CAN'T LAND IN 


ONE ~ JUST AS WE 
GOT THIS ONE~BY 
STEALING ITS 


WE'LL ROW To LANQSCATTER, 
AND MEET IN TWO MONTHS 
AT THE USUAL SPOT. BY 
THEN WE'LL HAVE A NEW SHIP 


Nn 


*ANO NEWS SERVICES REPORT 


SHIPG AND PLANES ARE 
SPEEDING To THE STRANDED 


NAVY WILL LOOK FOR US+WE'RE 
SAFE TONIGHT~ WHILE IT'S 
DARK, BUT TOMORROW -~ 


EVERYTHING WAS GOING SO WELL~ 
WHAT ROTTEN LUCK! q 
WE'RE JINXED~-~ 


SPOTTED BYA 
PLANE. WHAT 
DUMB LUCK? 


DAWN, WE'LL TAKE 
OFF IN BOATS, GET 
ASHORE, AND 
MEET LATER. 


oo 
ig 


THATS IT MEN WELL 
ABANDON THIS YACHT BEFORE 
DAYBREAK WE EACH HAVE 
OUR SHARE OF THE LOOT+= 


iv 


a 2. 


\'VE GOT TO KEEP THIS GANG 
FROM SINKING THIS YACHT 
AND SCATTERING WITH 

THEIR LOOT~ BUT HOW? 


AW~ WE'RE 500)/ TURN OFF 
MILES FROM (| THE LIGHTS. 
LETS GET 


NOBODY'S GONNA STEAL MV 
SHARE TONIGHT! I'M GONNA 


'M GLAD WE'RE SINKIN’ THIS 
TUB AND GETTIN’ TO LAND. | 
CAN'T WAIT TO START 
SPENDIN’ THIS SWAG! 


LATER, AS SNORES ROCK 
THE BUNK ROOM OF THE |} 


THO THESE MEN ARE PIRATES 
AND THIS IS STOLEN agagiten 


BUT ITS THE ONLY WAV | SAX 
CAN KEEP THIS GANG FROM ) 7 
SINKING THE YACHT AND _{. WAKE UP THE MEN. WE VE 
SS | |GOT AN HOUR To BE OFF 
THIS YACHT AND SINK IT 
BErors DAWN. 


HE WAS AFRAID SOMEBODY D 
LIFT HIS SHARE ~ HE STAYED 


STEP LIVELY, MEN. WERE 
ABANDONING SHIP AT ONCE, 
ACCORDING To PLAN? 


THEY Won'T LEAVE. WE MUST 
SEARCH EACH MAN, TO SEE 
IF ANYONE HAS MORE THAN 
HIS ORIGINAL SHARE OF THE 


6 
F =I 


sd 
x é 


MY PLAN SEEMS TOBE 
PATCH. OTHERWISE. WORKING. I'VE DELAYED 
We'LL HAVE A 


MUTINY? 


CALLI 


AT SEA-VESTA’ 
CALLING~HELLO~ 


LISTEN TO OUR 
TRANSMITTERS 
SOMEONE'S IN THE 


ABANDONING "VESTA" 
HURRY-HURRY~OUR 
LOCATION IS+~ 


THE RADIO ROOM IS QUICKLY 
SURROUNDED -~ Tg 3 


aaet ees 


Ll ee ee 


EVERYBODY'S BEING 
SEARCHED? HURRY UP! 


4 
SHIPS AND PLANES 


Now FOR THE BIG CHANCE ~~ 
IT'S ONE | HAVE TO TAKE ~~ 
MEANS EXPOSING MYSELF-~ 
BUT | MUST WORK FAST~ ~ 


DECKS ONLY ONE 
PERSON CAN BE IN 
THE RADIO ROOM~ 
OUR JINX - ~ 


PATCH S/GNALS+-4 BARRAGE 
OF HOT LEAD POURS /NTO 
THE CABIN FROM ALL SIDES 


NO POINT IN JUST TAKING IT.)| [CO0K OUT~ 
MIGHT AS WELL HAND 


THE PHANTOM 18 TRAPPED IN 
THE VESTA” RADIO ROOM A$ 


HE TRANS - J VESTA PIRATES 
MANY ~ PHANTOMS | |mission ABANDONING 
ARE IN THERE? | ISTopPED SHIP~ HURRY -~ 
~WHO COULD 
AVE SENT IT? 
— 


MUST INVESTIGATE. 
THE AJAX’AFFAIR IS 
Too BIG To IGNORE. 


; MIGHT BE. BUT WE | 


SIS 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD THE I'LL HOLD THIS GANG AS 
PIRATE “VESTA” THE BATTLE LONG AS | CAN! IF ONLY MY 
RAGES ON~- THE ENTIRE ~ 4 | MESSAGE IS BELIEVED-~AND 
PIRATE CREW AGAINS T~~ 


THAT~ WAS MY LAST. 
BULLETS IT'S ALL OVE 


5 


R 


BESIDES, WE CAN'T LEAVE 
WIM BEHIND TO REPORT 
US! WE DON'T 6O -UNTIL 


CAP-WEVE oT TO LEAVE 


4 DARING PIRATE DASHES 
ACROSS DECK AS THE 

OTHERS WATCH ~THERE'S NO 
SHOT FROM THE RADIO ROOM 


INSIDE, AS THE PHAN 
HOLDS AGAINST THE 
CRUSHING ODDS -~ 


7OM 


COPE 1067 BING PEATI BES SYNOM ATE ten, 


THEN WADE IN~ Tod LEARN 
WHAT THEY VE ALWAYS HEARD 


BUT THE ODDS FINALLY TELL. 
HE GOES DOWN UNDER 
THEIR SHEER WE/GHT=~ 


WHATEVER HE IS-~ 
ONE THINGS SURE~ 


IN TEN MINUTES, THERE 
WON'T BE A TRACE OF 
THE “VESTA™*OR ANYTHING- 


\ O17 
sx ri 


PLANTING OYNAMITE ~ALL 
OVER THESHIP! WE'RE 

SINKING THIS TUB RIGHT 
TO THE BOTTOM. 


_ 
4 


THE FUSES ARE LIGHTED? 
WE VE GOT TEN MINUTES 
TO GET CLEAR! 


yy e 
e 3 
IN ‘ 
‘ 
. ’ 


THE VESTA 

TO GET CLEAR OF THE 
DOOMED YACHT-~ 
Bie \ Niece 


NO~.USE~! CAN'T BREAK 
THESE ROPES <THAT FUSE 
IS BURNING SHORTER «AND 
SHORTER ! 


FOUR MORE 
MINUTES ~ /- 


THEY SPOTTED D0~BoO? 
US? WHAT CAN WHAT IS 


FASTER ~ FASTER! Jie 


TWO MINUTES 


MORE DISTANCE? 
WHERE'S KERRY 7/ 
=— ’ A) <4 


et = 
myo ip 
— rath * 


THE DESTROYER AND NAVAL 
PLANES SPEED TOWARD 
THE DESPERATE VESTA 


CREW AND THE/R DOOMED 


OW THE DOOMED VESTA, 
THE PHANTOM SEES THE 

APPROACHING RESCUE 
SHIP ANDO PLANES +~< 


THE PHANTOM /S LEFT 
ABOARD THE VESTA~~ 


''VE GOT To GET 
LOOSE ~THIS IS NO 
WAY TO GO~To 
EXPLODE LIKE A 


FIRECRACKER! 


THE MEN ROW HARD 7d CLEAR 
THE DOOMED YACHT~~ 
= Se WERE MAKING 2 
if IT? WE'RE OKAY 
Aen iy | 
aw 


at 


THEY VE 
ABANDONED 


THEY RE IN TIME TO NAB 
THE PIRATE GANG~BUT 
NOT IN TIME TO STOP 


7 WERE FAR ENOUGH 


AWAY NOT To SEE ME 


STUNNED BY THE BLASTS, 
THE PHANTOM SWIMS 
FEEBLY THRU THE WRECKAGE- 
ja LITTERED WATER. 
WHERE'S 


KERRY 7 


HE REACHES THE 
DROWNING G/RL ~~ 


a 


Good DYNAMITE? MEANT 
NIGHTa~« ? To SINK HER+~ 
WITHOUT A TRACE~ 


THE EXPLOS/ON TOSSES 
THE SMALL BOATS OF THE 
PIRATE CREW LIKE CORKS ~~ 


G led 


ANO BRAVE, BAD KERRV ~~ 
aa ae i) 


— 
— 


THE BADLY DAMAGED 
YACHT TURNS END UP ~~ 
AND SINKS RAPIDLYa~ 


AND THEY ARE ORAWN 
DOWN WITH IT. INA 

WHIRLPOOL OF DEBR/S ~ 
DOWN, DOWN~ /NT0 THE 


DEPTHS 9 ONES 


aie 


PULL ALONGSIDE THAT DEBRIS. 
THERE MAY BE SOME 


SO SHE IS~ BUT NOT AS 
DIANA IMAGINES +UH+~ 
NOT MUCH BREATH LEFT~ 


IN MANY WATERS, BUT I'VE 
NEVER PULLED ANYTHING 


BENEATH THE DEBRIS OF 
THE EXPLODED “VESTA* THE 


N 
? 


~ THAT WAS 


A CLOSE ONE! SEE 


TO THE GIRL! 


\E THEY THINK (‘LL MACHINE 
SIT HERE ANDWAIT| |GUN BULLETS / 
FOR THEM TOGET 


THOUGHTS RACE THRU HIS 
BRAINAS HIS. STRENGTH 
DIANA~PROBABLY | £485~ 


THINKS KERRY'S IN MY Uf 


THE VESTA PIRATES ARE 
HELD UNDER THE GUNS OF 
THE DESTROYER<~ B 


ETO )| 
STICK TO THE 


VEN 
HER ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION 
FOR A HALF HOUR. YOU'RE 


ABOARD A NAVAL 
| DESTROYER, KERRY, 


HIRST, BECAUSE 1'D : 
TRY TO SAVE ANY~ nel 
BODY. SECOND To ’ THE VESTA PIRATES ARE 
Ou'RE BROUGHT ABOARD THE 
; DESTROVER ~~ 2 


Sie 


FIFTY OF US WITH RIFLES 
COULDN'T KILL YOU! SO | 
BLEW UP THE YACHT To 

FINISH You! You’RE STILL 
ALIVE AND KICKING? 


LOOT, COMMANDER. AND GET 
MOST OF IT CAME IT OVER?! 


| WANT NO REWARD. ‘ ITS A LONG STORY, 
: | ASK ONLY ONE THING. BUT | GOT INTO 
| UNDERSTAND YOu \'D UKE To BORROW 

SENT THE MESSAGE Le PRISONER FOR ? A MISUNDERSTANOING 
AND DELAYED THE WITH MY GIRL. 


: ONE DAY. 
PIRATES’ ESCAPE. YoU VE 
A HUGE a var ¢ 


N 


WE FEEL THAT WE OWE You 
A GREAT DEAL. YOU 
SIMPLIFIED OUR TASK IN 
RIDDING THE SEA OF THE 


WEVE DECIDED To LET You 
TAKE THIS PRISONER AND 
AN ARMED GUARD < "To 
CLEAR UP THINGS” WITH 
YOUR GIRL, AS YOU 


1A 
\TS NOT ONLY THAT WE an 
OWE YOU A LOT. THE NAVY 

HAS A HIGH REGARD FOR 


ROMANCE AND BELIEVES 
IT SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED 


d i; CONSIDERATION FOR 
HELPING ME. f 


JUST A MINUTE, 
ER,SIR. | HAVE 

To WRITE A REPORT 
ON ALL THIS ~AND 
YOUR PART IN IT. 


REPORT 

RADIOED 
US ANO KEPT THE PIRATES 
FROM ESCAPING! H.Q. WiLL 
THINK I'M TIGHT, 


\ MEAN, | CAN'T 
THAT A 


-BROKE UP THE BIGGEST 
PIRATE GANG IN MODERN 
HISTORY! AND WHY DID HE 
DO IT? TO GET HOLD OF 
“are OF THE LEADERS, 


IT'S THE ODDEST THING | 
EVER HEARD OF, SIR. ONE 
MAN~ THIS ~-ER ~PHANTOM~ 
PRACTICALLY SINGLE-HANDED~ 


SO YoU DESTROYED OUR 
WHOLE ORGANIZATION*~ 
RISKED YOUR LIFE~ JUST 


To PROVE To DIANA THAT You | 


ARENT IN LOVE WITH ME. 


re —— 


LOVE MAKES THE 
WORLD GO ROUNDS 


\T. ALSO, | DON’T 
LIKE PIRACY. CAN 
YOU THINK OF A 
BETTER REASON? 


KERRY 1S FLOWN To THE MAIN - 
“LAND WITH THE PHANTOM AND 
ARMED GUARD. F 


eo —__ 
NY 


MARINES! ALMOST 
A REGIMENT! HEY. 
WHATS GOTTEN 
INTO DEVIL~=? 
HE'S DELIRIOUS- 


'V. 


res e: a) os 
MILITARY TRUCKS ROAR UP THE 
QWET COUNTRY ROAD TO THE 
PALMER RESIDENCE ~~ 


DEVIL, OU’ FELLA, 
DID YOU THINK | 

WASN'T COMING 
BACK FOR YOU? 


DOING HERE? DID | WAS AFRAID 
\) TO COME 


IT'S A LONG STORY-~ 
BUT | WANT THIS GIRL / 
TO TALK TO DIANA~< 


INTERESTED. WHEN SHE 
LEFT, SHE SAIDSHE NEVER 
WANTED To SEE You AGAIN. 


AFTER ALL THAT~ DIANA 
WASN'T HERE TO HEAR THE 


I'VE COME )| WAITS LILY, DON'T 
FROM DIANA,SENT FROM 
WHITE BEACH, FLORIDA*UH+ 
WHERE DID HEGO” 


MEANWHILE, HOWS DIANA 


ITS LIKELY HE 
DOING IN FLORIDAT 


REALLY LOVES HER. 
HE BLASTED A WHOLE 


~~ = 


DIANA SEEMS TO BE 
ENJOYING HERSELF o~ 


> 


You’ 
ONM 


RE BOTH 
v rer 
fei, 


M% A 


FIELD-THATS 
) MY MOTTO. 
SAFETY IN 


LIKE ONE OF 
YOUNG MATT 1S US THE BEST-~ } 
SIMPLY THROWING pianee 


HIMSELF AT THAT 


ER Pina 


HAD To SHANGHAI YOu 
DARLING. ONLY WAY | 
COULD GET A MINUTE _) 


ITS NOT EASY, VX POOR MATT. 
MY HEART 


BLEEDS FOR 


| NEVER CARED 
ABOUT THE 
LATTER +UNTIL 
| MET YOU+~ 


PLEASE BE SERIOUS, DIANA. 
'™ CRAZY ABOUT YOU. 
YOu'RE ALLI CAN THINK ABOUT. 


SOMETHING ELSE. 
THE WEATHER. DO 


EDUCATION? BO 
YOU THINK ITS 
GETTING RO HIGH? 


BREAK IT UP! 
SHE'S HERE To 
GET SUNSHINE! 


\ KNOW THAT SOUNDED SILLY, 
BUT EVERYONE | MEET 
\S EITHER AFTER MY 

MONEY~OR THEY DON'T 
TAKE ME : SERIOUSLY. 


TSKs 
TSK 


| THOUGHT 


“NY THERE WAS.NO, 
MATT, | GUESS 


WHAT DOES THIS) Wow 
SOUND LIKE? 
'M GOING To 

MARRY HERS 


REEVES, SHE'S 
RFUL! 
SHE'S A DREAM! 
SHE'S OUT OF 
THIS WORLD. 


SOUNDS AS 
IF YOU LIKE 
HER, SIR. 


THE SAME GIRLAGAIN 
TONIGHT, MISTER MATT? 


1M GOING To FIND OUT. BUT 
THE MAIN THING IS, WHATLL 
SHE SAY? 


Lae ; 
i His c 


'M AFRAID OF. 
| SUPPOSE ~~IT 
HAS To HAPPEN 


MATT LL BE HERE ANY MINUTE. 
''D BETTER HURRY. HES 
GETTING AWFULLY SERIOUS. | 


| HOPE SHES ~NICE~| | DON'T KNOW: ~ 


ii 


AL St 


| 1& BE LOVED ME,HE'D FIND \ MUSTN'T BE MORBID~AND 
ME AND COME To ME. WHY DREAM OF WHATS GONE. 
FOOL MYSELF? HE RAN FE MUST 60 ON-AGIRL 
AWAY EROM ME.HELL NEVER MUST MARRY EVENTUALLY*< 


WATTS A NICE BOY. BUT 
CAN | EVER FORGET HIM? 
(MUST! It WILL! AND VET~ 


ONH~ HIGH ) DARLING, CAME | | WEVE HAD 600D TIMES 
TOGETHER.WHY SHOULD WE) 
PRETEND To 
BE SERIOUS? 


ABOUTA WALK 


, gee, ON THE BEACH? 
—— =O 


( 


“a yy 


| TAKE IT THAT MEANS YES. 


33 
DIANA, DARLING Ga 
9 
ry 


| PROMISED MOTHER AND DAD 
\'D BRING YOU To MEET 
THEM. WILL YOU 
COME ? 


WHY DID YOU RUN LIKE A 
FRIGHTENED DEER? 1 ASKED 
You To MARRY ME ~ IS THAT 
SO HORRIBLE 7? 


YOU MARRY / MEET YOUR 
4 PARENTS «~ 


ey 


YOU KNOW WE'RE NOTSNOBS. 
HOWEVER, AS MY SON, YOU 
ARE SOLE HEIR TO ONE OF 
THE WORLD'S GREAT FORTUNES 
BECAUSE OF THAT-~ 


“VOU HAVE UNUSUAL 


DIANA'S COMING) MATT, YOUR. 
FOR DINNER -~ MOTHER AND 
| WANT TO HAVE 
A CHAT WITH 
YOU~ABOUT HER. 


DIANA IS SUPER- ) 
WONDERFUL! 
You'LL LOVE HER? 


THE FOLKS ARE | ee 
ANXIOUS To eae THIS IS DIANA ~~ —— 


O) Lm 


(a 
. Sn | 


OUR MATT 1S A LUCKY BOY.) | 
DIANA. | KNOW 


FOR GRANTED? THis I$ 
GOING TOO FAST~Too FAST~ 


Malton, her 0 


vane Palewe aud Me eens will 


~ ar millions Vhen cms 


manned oon ator due 
Ms 


ap tea pnt mater 


DAVE ! DIANA ~-IN THE PAPER! 


e 
=. 
v 


(dane se: ' 
a pare hs “i 
a ‘a. ‘ “ee 4 


i e 
mid 
2! 

a a 


ABOUT IT IN THE 
MATT, YOU WERE PAPER! WE FLEW 
EVERYBODY 1 GOING TOGIVE 
THINKS WE'RE |. ME TIME TO 4 


IT LOOKS LIKE MY MINDS 
BEING MADE UP FORME! 


CHANCE .MATTS A FINE Bov! 
AND HIS FATHER’S ONE OF 
THE WORLDS RICHEST MEN! 


Toeuve 
oe 


ANY GIRL WOULD JUMP AT THE 


IF YOURE STILL MOONING- 
ABOUT THAT MASKED 

BARBARIAN WHO LIVES IN 
CAVES AND RUNS AROUND 
WITH SAVAGES.DONT FORGET-~ 


IF YOU HAVEN'T ANY 
SENSE, YOU SHOULD 
HAVE SOME PRIDE! 


~SHE HAD TO FORGET THE 
PHANTOM SOMEDAY! HE 
BELONGS IN THE JUNGLE 
SHOULD KNOW THE TRUTH ITSOUNDS MATT'S AFINE BOY, OF HER. 
ABOUT THE PHANTOM? CRUEL, BUT-- 


HIS FATHERS ) / OF COURSE! 
BEING THE PROMISE ME NIGHT, DIANA. LET'S 
YOU WON'T 


GO OUT INTO THE 


EVERY GIRL HAS HER DREAM MAYBE HE WAS ONLYA 
PRINCE. PERHAPS THE DREAM~THAT DIDNT COME 
PHANTOM WAS MINE. SOME ONE 

WONDEREUL AND PERFECT-= ~ 

[WHOM | ONLY IMAGINED.» 


| MIGHT AS WELL MARRY 
MATT. WHY FOOL MYSELF? 
HE'LL NEVER COME BACK. 
WAS HE REAL? DID | EVER 
REALLY KNOW HIM 9 - 


WHAT | READ IN THE PAPER & 
IS TRUE. YOU ARE ENGAGE 
DANA « HOW COULD You ? 


IS IT REALLY YOU--0R AM | 
IMAGINING THAT | SEE You? 


| WANTED HER TOTELL YOU 
THERE WAS NOTHING 

BETWEEN US! BUT ITWAS A 
PIRATE SHIP. SHE WAS ONE. 


YOU REMEMBER THE BLONDE 
GIRL YOU THOUGHT | WAS 


THEY TRIED TOKILLME. | 
HID ABOARD SHIP WATCHED 
THEM MARE A PIRATE RAID, : 
AND FINALLY HELPED \ [EE] | FOR YOU ~ DREAMED ABOUT 
; .-& YOU ~~REFUSED To BELIEVE 
WHAT MAMA OR ANYONE 
ELSE SAID ABOUT YoU ~ ~ 


N YOURE JUST AN 
ASILLY STORY ABOUT RER! \'M GOING 
PIRATES THAT A TEN-YEAR- MatTT? 
OLD CHILD WOULD KNOW -“ 
You'VE. MADE UP! MAMA 
WAS RIGHT«- 


~REFUSED A FINE BOY LIKE © 
ATT WHO LOVES ME AND J 


ANTS To MARRY ME+~ (° 
REFUSED HIM BECAUSE | 
COULDN'T FORGET YoU~+~ 


NO QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE! WILL 
You MARRY ME 

AT ONCE? 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN! 
YOU ARE ALL INVITED To 


OH, DARLING, 1M So HAPPY? } 
HE'S A LUCKY BOY, GETTING 4 


HOW LOVELY/ BUT SMILE, THIS 1S THE HAPPIEST Day | | 
DIANA. BRIDES ARE_- OF MY LIFE, DAVE. | WAS 


Fee ll 
Re 
Y 


GOLLY-NED £2) OF CouRSE? 
THE LICENSE HAS BEEN 
BURNING A HOLE IN HY 
POCKET FOR A WEEK! 


<q 


DIANAS HERE, MATT. | THANKS, 
THE CEREMONY WILL] DAD. 
START IN A FEW. 


Ly WHAT A LOVELY) [THANK )/ 
a | BRIDE! COME YOU, MR. 
MAMA.AT FIRST,| | UPSTAIRS To 4—=\ MATTON. 

| THOUGHT IT WAS YOUR ROOM, 
mene THE STATE 
mm UNIVERSITY. 


=| 


YOURE MARRYING THE 
FINEST GIRL IN THE 

WORLD. IF YOU EVER DO 
ANYTHING TO HURT HER<- 


a 


THERE'S THE 
ORGAN MUSIC~ 

IN AFEW MINUTES, 
TLE L 


ILL (SOB)~ WAIT DOWN- DIANA, | KNOW ITS BAD 

STAIRS. YOUR UNCLE DA LUCK FOR THE GROOM TO 
SEE THE BRIDE ~BEFORE 
THE WEDDING ~~, 


A MASKED HE DARED~ 
MAN IN A TO COME 
STRANGE COSTUME! HE SAID YOU WERE 
THE FINEST GIRL IN THE WORLD,AND IF | 
HURT YOU~1'D SEE HIM AGAIN! sea ay ae 


(WANT YOU TO KNOW THE 

TRUTH ABOUT THE 
THE PHANTOM 
TOLD YOU THE 
TRUTH! HE WAS 
CAPTURED BY 


HIS PART WAS HUSHED uP? 
HE RISKED HIS LIFE To 
DESTROY THEM-AND 
BRING THAT GIRL BACK TO 
TELL YOU HE WASN’T 
FLIRTING WITH HER! 


GOING? TELL ME ABouT 
THE MASKED MAN LATER? 
WE'RE READY TO START! 


\ DEMAND) / ALL IN GOOD 


1 SAW THEM~ 
IN PRISON! THE 


UNCLE DAVE WILL 
EXPLAIN. FORGIVE 
ME, MATT ~ IT'S 


1 CAN'T MARRY YOU. | HOPE 
YOU'LL ALWAYS 
BE HAPPY ~GOOD- 


How? WHERE? 

ITS LIKE TRYING 

TO FINDA WILL-O- 
WISP OR THE END 


NOON? DIANA'S MARRIED Now. 
WELL-TIME FOR US TODRESS 
AND LEAVE, DEVIL. BACK TOTHE 


OF THE RAINBOW. |] 


BUT~SHECAN'T YW IM AFRAID 
RUN AWAY NOW! 
WITH THE WEDDING 

ABOUT TO BEGIN? 


DIANA 
CHANGED HER 
) MIND. 


THE TERRIBLE THINGS | 
SAID TO HIM~! MUST FIND HIM, 
IF | HAVE TO CRAWL AROUND 

THE WORLD ON MY KNEES. 


— UL 


LEAVING THE LOVE AND 

RICHEST MAN || ECONOMICS 

IN THE WORLD \\ DON'T ALWAYS 
MIX, LILY. 


% MR. WALKER~ FOR THE 

GHOST WHO WALKS. ™ 

| MESSED THIS UP IN GREAT 
IN CIVILIZATION. IN SOME STYLE, DEVIL .BUT IF DIANA'S 
HOTEL THERE'LL BE A MR. HAPPY, THATS ALL THAT 
WALKER, WITH A DOG LIKEA 

WOLF. 


No USE.) ( HERE'S THE MR. WALKER? WITH A DOG 


You'VE TRIED LAST ONE. LIKE A WOLF? UH<YES, 
TWENTY HELLO, IS THERE | |/SIR. HE'S REGISTERED HERE. 
AMR. WALKER I'LL RING HIS ROOM. 


REGISTERED THERE? 


) 
AB 


Hi 
Y) 
ii 


Hi 
} 


IM SORRY, SIR.MR.WALKER'S 


NOT IN HIS ROOM+HE 
CHECKED OUT~OOP ~1 JUST 

5 SAW HIM LEAVE FOR THE 
: AIRPORT~-~ 


TO REACH THE AIRPORT, 
DEVIL. WE'D BETTER HURRY. ). 


| 


\'LL BET HE'S TAKING- 
THE ORIENT CLIPPER? 
HURRY, WE VE GOTONE 
LAST CHANCE TOCATCH 
HIM? \‘LLCALL THE AIR- 


AIRPORTS RIGHT 
AROUND THE NEXT 
TURN! HE MUST 


GOING INTO THE PLANE. 


THEY RE STARTING. HE DIDN'T SEE ME~SO) . 


NEAR~YET SO FAR «~ 


LUCK'S AGAINST 
ME. I'M BEING 


SEND A RADIO 
MESSAGE To 
THE CLIPPER 


THIS IS DEFINITELY AN 
EMERGENCY. PLEASE SEND 
THIS TO MISTER WALKER, 
ON THE ORIENT CLIPPER. 


a 


NOT US. 


PERMIT RADIO 
MESSAGES To 


pa ee 


Se 


“I'M NOT MARRIED. | LOVE ; 


YOU. DIANA" HMM, I‘LLHAVE 
TO GET AN QK.TO RADIO THIS, 
FROM MY BOSS. 


BUT~ THIS 
ISNT AN A QUESTION 
EMERGENCY ) § OF LIFE OR 


SHE WANTS To RADIO THAT 
TO A PASSENGER ON THE 
CLIPPER? I'LL GIVE MY 
PERSONAL Ok! DEFINITELY 
AN EMERGENCY? 


1M WOF MARRIED. § LOVE 
yov. DIANA 


’ S 


. Fe 
“a SS 
tertcian: de NAS 


cS MISTER WALKER"= FOR THE 

ee > GHOST WHO WALKS. ————— 

RADIO MESSAGE )\ THAT MUST 
Yj 


THE ORIENT CLIPPER LANOS 
AT MORRISTOWN ON THE | 

BENGALI COAST~~ | WANT To MAKE A RADIO- 
TELEPHONE CALL TO AMERICA. 
MISS DIANA PALMER. THE 


DIANA,| GOT YOUR 
MESSAGE~I‘LL BE BACK~ 


S LOVE YOU~~ 
MACK-SMACK 
~ A AQ NSORE--- 

VHRAL VELA 


